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(Continued from Page 276.) 


OIMBRA formerly experienced all the viciffitude of war, 
and a rapid fucceflion of different mafters. Romans, 
Alans, Moors, &c. fucceflively maintained a tranfitory 
pofleffion of it, as may be colleGted, 1am informed, from the 
remains of various infcriptions, {till to be feen on the walls of 
its ancient ftructures. 

To the philofophic mind it muft afford a train of pleafing 
reflections, on confidering, that this delightful fpot, once the 
fanguinary theatre of hoftile contention, is now become the 
peaceful retreat of the mufes. Its colleges are numerous, and 
liberally endowed. The number of ftudents in the various 
claffes of literature are eftimated at three thoufand, 

In examining the interefting objeéts of this city, I had almoft 
forgot to deliver a letter of introduction to the Prior of St. 
B——, It was conducted to his cell, where he had juft 
funk into his after-dinner nap ; and asthe thermometer, to a 
Portugucfe conftitution, was rather low, he fat in a two-armed 
chair, oppofite to a “window, through which the beams of the 
fun played on him in all their meridian effulgence. His feet 
were enveloped in a bafket of ftraw-work, and his body 
wraped up ina black mantle lined with flannel. To the 
wearied forlorn traveller, how happy muft fuch a ftate of peace 
and flumber appear, when contrafted. with the anxieties 
Vor, XXVI, 661. 2 U attendant 
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attendant on aétive life. And the effets of this unagitated 
abftraGtion feemed impreffed on his reverence’s countenance, 
the plump features of which plainly evinced that he never 
p2rplexed his mind in the intricate labyrinth of fcience. After 
a few minutes, he configned me to the care of two young 
gentlemen, ftudents of, the univerfity, who very politely 
fhewed me feveral of the moft ftriking curiofities of the Mu- 
feum, 

I regretted that time would not permit me to examine fuf- 
ficiently the fine collection of land and fea animals this Mufeum 
contains. Here are alfo a very extenfive feries of the various 
clafles in the mineral and vegetable kingdoms, arranged ac- 
cording to the Linnzan fyftem. If we may judge from the 
sapacioufnefs of the feveral apartments occupied by thefe rarities 
the Mufeum of Coimbra is inferior to-few in Europe 5 which 
is not extraordinary, if we recollect, that for ages it has been 
the repofitory of: the curious produ@tions of nature and of art, 
pouring in from the eaftern and weftern hemifpheres. The 
library is alfo very extenfive, and ftored with an immenfe num- 
ber of printed books and manufcripts. 

From the many local advantages Coimbra poffcfles for trade 
and manufa€tures, an Englith traveller is fuprifed to fee how 
little the inhabitants avatl themfelves of thefe favourable cir- 
cumftances. But that, in a great meafure, is owing to their 
finding an eaficr mode of fubfiftence in devoting their time to 
the fervice of the univerfity. Its principal factories confift 
of pottery, of which there are fix for red ware, and eleven for 
glazed. ‘The experience of ages, with the aid of various 
experiments made in the chymical elaboratory of the uni- 
verfity, have contributed to raife this branch to a high degree 
of perfection, Woollen and linen cloths are alio manu- 
factured here, and itfupplics the kingdom with wooden tuoth= 
picks. 

Towards the clofe of the evening, 1 walked through fome of 
the ftreets in the lower part of the town, and found them 
crowded, as it was market-day. Amongthe various articles 
expoled for fale, the chief were pottery, honey, wax, and vege- 
tables. ‘The home-confumption of the firft article cannot, I 
imagine, be very great ; for, notwithftanding its fragility, it 
feldom falls a victim to paffion or inebriety ; as perhaps no 
nation is more exempt from the follies of the one, or the excels 
of the other, than the Portuguefe. 

A fhort diftance from the above fcenes of frugal traffic, I 
approached a finall aflembly of men and women beneath a fhed 
adjoining 
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adjoining to a {mith’s forge; their voices were united ih 
chaunting vefpers, which, however, did not interrupt the courfe 
of induftry. The blackfmith, who led the concert, continued 
tohammer out the horfe-fhoe, the mali¢able notes of which 
were modulated by the fonorous bafe of a wine tierce that 
a cooper was hooping. Every paufe of the hammer and adze 
was filled with the fweets notes of the females, who without 
thefe accompaniments, would have rendered juftice to the facred 
fong. 

January 28th. Atday-break we refumed our journey, and 
arrived at the village of Condexa; in which I do not rearem= 
ber any thing remarkable. Solgeira prefénted the fource of a 
river, which gufhed from theinterftices of a number of fharp 
disjointedrocks, At five in the evening we entered Pombal, 
acity diftinguithed by giving title to the late celebrated Marquis 
de Pombal, whofe name will ever found like the departing knell 
to the difciples of Ignatius Loyola. The remains of that 
illuftrious ftatefinan are depofited in the parifh church of 
this city ; the inhabitants {peak of him with enthufiaitic re~ 
ine. 

There are but few objects here to arreft the traveller’s 
attention, except a caftle, placed, as ufual on an eminence 3 
the dilapidated remains of -which are fcareely fufficient to 
enable even an artift to form an idea of its former ftate ; and 
it is probable, that ina few years, the remaining fragments will 
experience the fate of the foregoing, which have been carried 
away for the pious purpofe of building convents. 

Having furveyed thefe veftiges I returned to the inn, to 
partake of a fowl boiled in rice; there were alfo fome freth 
eggs, and a defert of figs and walnuts ; fo that we fared fump- 
tuoufly to-day. But we were not equally happy in a bed- 
chamber, for the place where we lay was better calculated for 
dancing than repofe, both from its dimenfitons and fituation ; 
it was immediately over the ftable, where there wasat leaft a 
fcore of mules, each furnifhed with a bracelet of {mall bells, 
which continued tinkling all night with the nodding of their 
heads, as they contended with knotty ftraw. The floor was 
compofed of planks, without a ceiling, perforated in fome parts, 
and fhrunk in others, leaving vacuities about the width of the 
S in the founding-board of a guitar; fo that every tinkle 
diftin@ly reached the ear. To reft in a fituation of this kind 
was impoffible ; therfore I was under the neceffity of ronfing 
the muleteers to proceed on our journey. ‘The miftrefs of the 
inn, at our departure, made a handfome apology: * [am forry, 

2U ¢ Senhors, 
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Senhors, (faid fhe,) ‘that you have not refted well; but 
fince the mufic was not agreeable, I fhall make no charge 
for it.” 

January 29th. Paffed through the city of Leiria, in five 
hours after, we arrived at Batalha. 

Of the city of Leiria, Mr. Murphy gives the following 
defcription: k 

Leiria, one of the moft ancient cities in Portugal, is fituated 
on the banks of the river Lis, in the midft of a fertile country, 
finely diverfified with hilland dale, The foil is fo productive, 
that with little labour it yields abundance of corn, grapes, and 
olives 5 .yet with all thefe advantages, both the plough and the 
Joom are negleéted; no wonder then that an air of fadneis and 
defolation is vifible in every ftreet. 

The remains of a palace, formerly the refidence of King 
Diniz, furnamed the Hufbandman, {till makes a confpicuous 
figure, on the brow of a precipice contiguous tothe town. It 
is impoffible to furvey thofe veftiges without emotions of ho- 
nour and veneration for the memory of a monarch who 
ftudied the intereft of his country and of the human race, by 
his having wifely converted the {pear into the ploughfhare. 

When King Diniz had fecured the tranquillity of his do- 
minions, he turned his attention towards the cultivation of the 
foil : His firft ftep towards the accomplifhment of this great 
object was to reftrain the feudal fuftem, under which the 
wretched peafantry had long groaned ; and the better to promote 
his favourite purfuit, he erected farm-houfes in every part of 
the kingdom, which he vifited in rotation, and diftributed gra- 
tuitoufly all kinds of implements of agriculture among the 
hufbandmen, whom he confidered as the pillars of the ftate, 
and the peaceful companions of nature. 

Portugal, which now-a-days does not annually produce 
fufficient corn for three months home confumption, was 
confidered in his reign as one of the firft granaries in Europe. 
This fcarcity, as fome have erroncoufly fuppofed, is not to be 
attributed to any change in the foil, (for that is permanent, if 
any thing terreftrial can be called permanent,) but to a great 
change in the fentiments of the people. ‘The modern Portu- 
guefe, contrary to the maxims of their anceftors, feek for 
wealth far from Lufitania, in the deep mines of the Brafils ; 
whilft they forget that more fubftantial wealth may be found 
in their native fields, and that within fix inches of the furface. 
King Diniz was fo well affured of the truth of this, from the 
knowledge he had of the productions of the country, that he 
never 
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never had occafion to apply to his neighbours for the neceffaries 
or luxuries of life ; it even fupplied him with gold and filver. 
He hada magnificent crown and iceptre made of gold collected 
on the fands of the Tagus. 

But alas ! even the moft exalted charafters are taxed by 
humanity with fome imperfection, He is charged, like our 
illuftsious Henry the Second, with too great a paffion for the 
fair fex. He had not, however, the fame apology for departing 
from his conjugal ties as the Biitith hero; for his Queea 
poflefled every virtue that can adorn her fex. Far from vititing 
the fins of the father upon the children, fhe took all his illegiti« 
mate offspring (who were not a few) under her protection, and 
had them educated with as much care and tendernefs as her 
own. And thus, by her patient and meek behaviour, we are 
told that fhe prevailed on him to abandon that vice ata good 
old age.. This pious Queen was canonized in the reign of 
Philip the Fourth of Spain. 

There is one nodle inftitution of Don Diniz ftill extant, 
which will ever bear teliimony of his wifdom 3 that is, the 
celebrated univer&ty of Coimbra, which, he founded in the 
year 1291. Healfo planted the foreft at Marinha, which is 
one of the molt extenfive in Europe. 

There is a confiderable fuir held annually in the city of 
Leiria, on the 25th of March. It was much crowded with 
dealers, who expofed to fale various articles of Englifh manus 
fa@ure, particularly woollen cloths of a fecond quality, and 
hardware of every kind. The principal articles furnifhed by 
the natives were plate, jewellery, linen cloths, and pottery 5 
the quantity of the former was very great, but more to be 
valued for the weight than the workmanthip. 

In aconfpicuous part of the market, two French charla- 
tans ereéted their booths; one a doctor, the other a dentift. 
The latter ftood on a table, and performed feats of empiricifin 
that aftonifhed the gaping crowd; aad in reality his dexterity 
in tooth-drawing was very remarkable, they feemed to fly from 
their rooted focket at the touch of his finger. He aflured me, 
that he expected to earn a moidore a day during the fair, though 
he charged the poor but ten reis a tooth. 

“ The doctor, who vended his panacea under an adjoining 
fhed, had not fo many paticnis as his companion, nor were his 
abilities fo apparent to the vulgar, though he bore ali the exe 
ternal marks of a perfon of deep refearch; he was fhorte 
iighted, pale, meagre, and wrinkled as a ribeftocking; yet 

thefe fapient indices were loit on the multicude, His long and 
fucceisful 
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fuccefsful practice, he faid, had enabled him to condenfe the 
whole pbarmacop@ia into one medicine, which, (though in fac 
but a {imple falve,) he applied indifcriminately to all complaints, 
whether chronical or acute; and 


«© With this he cur’d both poor and rich, 
‘© Yet was himfelf all over itch.” 


A ftranger has an opportunity of obferving the perfonal 
ftate of the inferior clafs of this diftriG, from the number of 
peafantry who fiock annually to the fair. ‘Their appearance in 
general indicates more happinefs than is promifed by the un- 
cultivated ftate of the land. The men wear fhort brown 
jackets, and boots of the fame colour; each carrics a ftaff 
about feven feet long, which he wiclds in combat with great 
dexterity. 

‘Fhe women wear long cloaks, of a red or pear) colour, 
fringed with ribands; their necks and wrifts are ornamented 
with gold chains. 

The former fex are remarkably low of ftature and feeble, 
which fome attribute to their eating too much oil: But if 
that operated as the caufe, we fhould expeét to find their 
females affected by it in like manner: Whereas it is juft the 
reverfe ; forthey are ftrong, well-proportioned, and though 
but of a moderate fize, yet when ranged with ‘the men they 
Jook like Amazons, and if they poflefled theis gallantry or 
warlike {pirit, they might transfer the diftaff to their hufbands, 
2nd lord it over them like the women of Metelin. 


(To be continued.) 


— 





GENERAL REVIEW <f EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For SEPTEMBER, 1795. 


FRANCE. 


HE city of Paris, populous, enlightened, and ardent in 

their defigns, diffufed throughout France the energy of 
liberty ; but foon gave no uncertain proofs that they them- 
F-lves would not be fatisfied with a juft fhare of power in the 
new republic ; which they withed {till, in giving the tone to 
other municipalities, not only by their own example, but by 
various artifices to influence and govern. By wielding this 
engine Robefpierse meditated a tyranny over his country. 
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The immediate object has varied; the ambition of the Pa- 
rifians has remained the fame*, 

Anelaborate conftitution, which feems to be profound in its 
views, and philanthropic in its fpirit, though unfortunately 
fabjecis to thofe numberlefs contretems that continually derange 
the political fyftems that had more of theory than practice— 
Anew and very plaufible conftitution has at laft been formed, 
and prefented to the French nation in their primary affemblies. 
To that conftitution certain bye-laws are annexed, under 
the name of particular decrees, by which it is provided, that 
two thirds of the prefent Convention fhall be re-elected at 
the firft general ele€tion; which is to take place as foon as 
the primary aflemblies have declared their mind on the (ubje& 
of the conftitution. The conftitutional code itfelf, appears to 
give very gencral fatisfaction ; but the decrees are a fubje&t of 
confiderable alarm and diflenfion. ‘This, it muft be owned, 
is an important quettion. 

On the one fide it is faid, Behold how fimilar circum. 
ftances produce fimilar characters and projects |—Here is the 
Long Parliament of England perpetuating theic duration, and 
attempting to overawe the free votes of the people and their 
reprefentatives, by means of the army. An army encircles 
Paris, and {aller ar:nies or detachments, every other munici- 
pality of primary influence: The Convention are jealous of 
all intercourfe between the army and the fe@iions of Paris. 
The inftrumentality of the army they with to monopolife in 
their own hands. What though the whole nuinber of dele- 
gates to the National Affembly is to be chofen by the people 
in the rotation of one third part at a time ? The permanent 
and active Convention, in the pofleffion of all the influence 
and fecrets of government, will not find it difficult to direct 
the elections, in fuch a manner as to eftablifh their own mea- 
fures, and prepare the way for their own re-clection; until at 
jaft, through the fupinenets of the people to their own rights, 
and ufurpations grown into prefcriptive rights, the National 
Affembly of France re-elect their fucceflors, and become fuck 
ariftocracies as the late municipal governments of the burgo-~ 
matters in the diflerent towns in Holland; or thole of the 
royal burghs of Scotland. 


it 
* This is not funatural iwthe Parifians. Something very like 
it we have feen, within the pafling century, in our own country. 
Lhe great Whig families, that efected the Revolution, thought 
thev hada kind of hereditary right to thegreat oflices of govera- 


ment. 
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It is urged, on the other fide, that wholly to diflolve the pree 
fent Convention, would be to throw all things afreth into the 
moft dangerous confufion. How many are the evils that 
have fprung out of the total difiolution of the Conftituent 
Affembly? A multitude of new men, without experience, 
without knowledge of great affairs, without co-operation 
among themfelves, muft fall an: eafy prey to the corruption of 
Britain, in full agency on the prefent occafion, or burft afun- 
der by ill-regulated imagination, or uncontrouled pafiion, 
The armies of the republic are compofed, not of mercenaries, 
but of citizen foldiers ; and thefe do not overawe but pro- 
tect the freedom of debate. In times of extreme difficulty 
unufual power muft, for a feafon, be lodged fomewhere—and 
in what hands fo fately, as in the hands of men chofen into 
their political ftations by the free fuffrages, and foon to return 
into the mafs of the people ? 

But it appears, that the army begins now to be an object of 
jealoufy, not more, nor perhaps fo much, to the fections of 
Paris, as to to the Convention themfelves; who have begun to 
entertain fome thoughts of removing from Paris. They are, 
indeed, in a very ferious dilemma. If they remain in Paris, 
they are expofed to the fudden fury of fiery multitudes—if 
they go to a diftance from Paris, they might fall under the 
power of provincial, perhaps of invading armies. 

Meanwhile fome of the {eCtions of Paris, and other primary 
aflemblies of Frenchmen, thew a ftrong difpofition to affume 
powers independent of the conftitution, which would have all 
political funétions concentrated in the Convention, and to 
declare themfelves permanent: That is to fay, they do not 
mean to be convened or diflolved at the nod of the National 
Affembly, but to fit, by regular adjournments, in order to 
counfel and to act, pro re nata, or according to contingent Cire 
cumiftances, If this humour fhould prevail, a very compli- 
cated order of affairs would take place. A confederation 
might be formed, or rather grow up out of the prefent chaos, 
not pofleffing the fimplicity, beauty, and ative controul, of 
the Amphictyons of Greece, or the American Congrefs 5 but 
clogged with all the clumfy complexity of the ftates, towns, 
bailiwicks, caftellenaries, &c. &c. of the United Provinces; 
which has contributed as much as any other predifpofing caufe 
to hurl them back into their original morafles, and rale their 
name from the lift of nations. 


9 SPAIN. 
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S PAIN. 


The Spaniards have not gained either advantage or glory 
bythe prefent war, either in its condu& ot conclufion. But 
they ftill take {pecial care to preferve the blood royal pure and 
unmixed; of which they have, in the courfe of the prefent 
month, given a notable inftance, in the marriage of an Infanta 


of Spain to her uncle! 
iT A dL ¥ 


Among all the Princes and ftatefmen who figare on the pre- 
fent bufy theatre, there is not a politician of greater wifdom 
and moderation than his Holinefs the Pope of Rome. He 
does not advife the fugitive Princes of the Houfe of Bourbon 
to appeal, for the reftoration of monarchy, to arms, but to the 
providence of God. ‘This is good divinity ; for if the new 
government be not of God, or, we fhall fay, by the permiffion 
of God, * it will come to nought*”, It is alfo, in the pre- 
fent ftate of the church, good policy. The church of Rome 
has fhewn great addrefs in accommodating to circumftances 
and the fpirit of the times; and by this means has protracted 
its diflolution for a very long time. It has worn well ; and 
even now enjoys notalittle of the uiridus fened?us. 

The reinforcement of the French by the army from the 
Pyrenecs, gives a complete check to the operations of the 
Auftrians on the fide of Italy. Indeed, the general courfe of 
events, particularly The paffage of the French over the Rhine, 
the reduction of Duffeldorf, the retreat of Clairfait, and the 
progrefs of Jourdan towards Frankfort, in all which there 
feems to be a collufion between the French and the ftates and 
Princes of the Empire, feem to indicate that a general peace 
inthe fouth and weft of Europe is at no great diftance; even 
though the conquerors fhould infift on making the Rhine the 
eaftern boundary of their empire. It appears, problematical, 
however, whether peace will be long preferved among the 
great powers in the north and eaft ; the Ruffians, the Pruffians, 
the Turks, the Auftrians, and the Swedes. 


POLAN D. 


The final-difmemberment and partition of this unfortunate 
country, while it fufpends for the prefent, fows the feeds of fu- 
ture hoftilities. 


Vor, XXVI. 661. 2X It 
* Acts of the Apoftles. 
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It is to be lamented, on the ground of humanity, and it does 
not even feem to be good policy in Kings, in the concerted 
ruin of Poland, to cut the ground, in the prefent enlightened 
age, under'their own feet, by fhewing an utter contempt, in 
matters of politics, for all morality. In the partition and 
plunder of Poland, a mockery of Heaven is added to oppref- 
fion and infolence towards the inhabitants of the earth, The 
clergy of Poland are commanded to pray for their new fovee 
reigns (thus the violent attempt to take the kingdom of Heae 
ven by force); and fuch as will not break through former 
oaths, and {wear allegiance to their new tyrants, muft difpofe 
of their eftates (as if they could difpofe of them) within three 
months, and take themfelves out of the kingdom. 


R.U'S $'I A. 


The aétive and fuccefsful Monarch of this country extends 
her power in every direétion. On the Cafpian Sea the re- 
news her efforts to revive, by that route, the trade with India, 
deftroyed by Tamerlane. «In procefs of time fhe may ftir up, 
on the northern fide of India, hoftile combinations againft the 
Englifh. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

It is utterly aftonifhing, in the midft of fo many dangers, 
fome near, fome more remote, that our government fhould 
hefitate fo long in doing jultice, that is, in repairing injuftice 
to Jdr. Ha/tings, who has faved, and to, the army, who can, 
alone, preferve India, if it is to be preferved, to Great Britain. 
‘The prevention of difcontent and revolution, is an idea that 
fcems not only to be quite foreign to the train of thinking in- 
dulged by courtiers, and never to enter into their heads, but to 
bean object, with them, of moft particular and marked rejec- 
tion and reprobation. It is only in this way that we can ace 
count for their cruel difregard of the juft complaints of the 
Defenders of Treland, which might be removed by a falutary 
law againit the exceflive monopolization of farms; and fome 
regulations in favour of the labouring poor, and a€tual culti- 
vators of the foil, in Ireland, Scotland, and England. 


SHORT ACCOUNT of BARON HOLBERG. 


fWHE hittory of polite learning in Denmark, rofe with the 
A late famous Baron Helberg. “This was perhaps one of 
the 
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the moft extraordinary perfonages, that has done honour to 
the prefent century. His being the fon of a private centinel, 
did not abate the ardour of his ambition; for he learned to 
read, though without a mafter. Upon the death of his father, 
being left entirely deftitute, he was involved in all thofe dif 
trefles which are common among the poor, and of which the 
great have (carceanyidea. However, though only nine years 
old, he perfifted in his ftudies, travelled about from fchool to 
{chool, and begged his learning and his bread, When at the 
age of 17, inftead of applying himfelf to any of the lower 
occupations, which feem beft calculated to fuch circumftances, 
he was refolved totravel for improvement from Norway; the 
place of his birth, to Copenhagen. He lived there by teach 
ing French, at the fame time avoiding no opportunity of im- 
provement, that his fcanty funds could permit. But his am- 
bition was not to be reftrained, or his thirft of knowledge fa- 
tisfied, until he had {een the world. Without money, without 
recommendations, or friends, he undertook to fet out upon 
his travels, and made the tour of Europe on foot. A good 
voice, anda trifling {kill in mufic, were the only finances he 
had to fupport an undertaking fo extenfive; fo he travelled 
by day, and at night fung at the doors of peafants’ houfes, to 
get himfelf a lodging. In this manner young Holberg pafled 
through France, Germany, and Holland, and, coming over 
to England, took up his refidence for two years in the uni- 
verfity of Oxford. Here he fubfifted by teaching French 
and mufic, and wrote his Univerfal Hiftory, his earlieft, but 
worft performance. Furnifhed with all the learning of Eu- 
rope, he at laft thought proper to return to Copenhagen, where 
his ingenious productions quickly gained him that favour he 
deferved. He compofed not lefs than eighteen comedies; 
thofe in his own language are faid to excel, and thofe which 
are wrote in French have peculiar merit. He was honoured 
with nobility, and enriched by the bounty of the King ; and 
a life begun in contempt and penury, ended in opuleace and 
efleem. 





DESCRIPTION of MANHEIM. 
[ From Efte’s TOur. ] 
ANHEIM is, as far as it goes,oneof the moft hand 


fome little towns in Europe, And it is fo from the 
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width of the ffreets, their regularity, and the fections and inter. 
feftions being all at right angles. Not that this excludes the 
pleafure of variety. For there is no tyranny of prefcription 
as to outward: form; and fo in the variety of plans and ma- 
terials, you may, if you will, fee andfeel the gradations of 
fociety in the well-afferted variations of the conditions, nay 
atid humours too, which may have produced them. Sir Jothua 
Reynolds taught this, as he was accuftomed to teach other 
points of art, well as a painter: And every obferver who will 
be enlightened and free, felf-taught, will feel it as aman. 

For the pleafing effect all feel in the ftreets of Manheim 
there is another provable caufe, viz. the {pace which the houfes 
have; they are not high but wide. ‘This is equally favourable 
to the buildings, both of good and bad fortune: In wealth, 
for magnificence ; in poverty, for eafe. 

The ftate of fociety in crowded towns would be deplorable, . 
if it were not ludicrous by being voluntary. ‘Io fee two or 
three hundred pounds a year paid for dwellings, which, in re- 
fpect to health and {cenery, cannot phyfically differ from a pri- 
fon but in*name, where the fun is never feen to thine but upon 
a brick wall, and where the common air cannot be felt, but 
loaded with all furrounding vile effluvia, from the oppofite 
rooms on one fide, and from their own ftables, &c. on the 
other, While the poor are much worle off fill: They have 
not elboweroom. If they arelucky enough to enlarge, it muft 
be upwards ; they cannot fpread. Their houfes are like their 
deftinies ; whoever wifhes them well, mutt with them well 
towards Heaven. 

When Voltaire wrote comparatively of the chief towns in 
Europe, for ftreet police, of pavements, &c. Paris appeared to 
him to be the beft. What Paris was then, may be. manifeft 
from what it isnow, without raifed foot-ways or under-ground 
drains. London is, at leaft, half a century before every other 
town in the world: And Manheim, even as to ftreets, is far 
preferable to Paris. The Manheim foot-ways are like thole 
in Privy Garden and Scotland-yard. If the trees and walks in 
the middle of the High-ftreet had been well encouraged, it had 
been.one of the handfome(t ftreets any where to be found. 
For the trees, if planted after the laft conflagration, would 
have had above a hundred years growth. As tothe gravel for 
the walks, feldom found but in Engtith gardens, that too might 
have been had, if looked for, as well as wifhed. The Palati- 
nate cannot be worfe off than Edinburghfhire 3 yet where are 
there better walks than at Dudingfton ? When the old Lord 
Abercorn 
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Abercorn was queftioned as to the difficulty of getting the 
gravel—he faid in his cool odd way, ‘* There was no difficulty 
at all, be had it from Kenfington Gravel-Pits.” Our moft ac- 
complifbed Ambaffador, that we have abroad, told me that he 
had: propofed the fame mode to the King of Naples, for his 
garden at Caferte. And it would be manifeftly very eafy; 
for the gravel might go as ballaft in our fhips, which are fo 
numerous, or at leaft will be, to the fair at Salerno. 

At Manheim life is notlow. It is not without inteile€ual 
recommendation. There is a library; fome experimental 
feience: And befides that apparatus, there are collections in 
natural hiftory, with occafional lectures, not very ample in 
all. The multiplication of petty Princes produces, with much 
evil, undeniably fome incidental good, For what palace, even 
on aplan of oftentation, can be complete without mufeums 
and boak-rooms? And again what are books, and the arts, 
without able men who can make the moft of them ? Learning 
is one ladder of ambition; and there are nota few who have 
mounted only by felfifh patronage, and the polite affeftation of 
it. 

Hence, if not from better motives, in all the fubdivifians of 
Germany there are univerfities or academies. Even Heidel- 
berg, the fecond town in the Palatinate, has an univerfity, with 
a large appointment of profeflors, chymiftry, botany, anatomy, 
natural hiftory, experimental philofophy, with learned fo- 
cieties for the cultivation of political economy and praGical 
arts. Heidelberg is iadeed the moft ancient in Germany, viz 
1386. 





An Account of the Timber Floats on the Rhine. 
By Mrs. A, RADCLIFFE. 


FRESE are formed chiefly at Andernach, but confift of 
the fellings of almoit every German foreft, which by 
ftreams, or fhort land carriage, can be brought to the Rhine. 
Having pafled the rocks of Bingen and the rapids of St. Goar 
in {mall detachments, the feveral rafts are compacted at fome 
town not higher than Andernach, into one immenfe body, 
of which an idea may be formed from this lift of dimenfions. 
Thelength is from 700 to 1000 feet; the breadth from 50 
to g0; thedepth, when manned with the whole crew, ufually 
leven feet. 


The 





























































294 -THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


The trees in the principal rafts are not lefs than 70 feet long, 
of which ten compofe a raft. 

On this fort of floating ifland, five hundred labourers of 
different clafies are employed, maintained, and lodged, during 
the whole voyage 5 and a little {treet of deal huts is built upon 
it for their reception. The captain’s dwelling and the kitchen 
are diftinguifhed from the other apartments by being fomewhat 
better built. 

The firft rafts, laid down in this ftruétare, are called the 
foundation, and are-always cither of oak, or fir-trees, bound 
together at their tops, and ftrengthened with firs, faftened 
upon them croflways by iron fpikes. When this foundation 
has been carefuly compacted, the other rafts are laid upon it, 
the treesof each being bound together in the fame manner, 
and each fratum faftened to that beneath it. The furface is 
rendered even; ftorehoufes and other apartments are raifed ; 
and the whole is again ftrengthened by large mafts of oak. 

Before the main body proceed feveral thin and narrow rafts, 
compofed only of one floor of timbers,-which being held ata 
certain diftance from the float by mafts of oak, are ufed to give 
it direction and force, according to the efforts of the labourers 
upon them. 

Behind it, are a great number of final! boats of which 
fifteen or fixteen, guided by feven men each, are laden with 
anchors and cables; others contain articles of light rigging, 
and fome are ufed for meflages from this populous and im- 
portant fleet to the towns, which it pafles. ‘There are twelve 
forts of cordage, each having a name ufed only by the float- 
matters, among the largeft are cables of four hundred yards 
long and eleven inches diameter. Iron chains are alfo ufed in 
feveral parts of the ftru€ture. 

The confumption of provifions on board fuch a float is efti- 
mated for each veyage at fifteen or twenty thoufands pounds 
of freth meat, between forty and fifty thoufand pounds of bread, 
ten or fifteen thoufand pounds of cheefc, one thoufand or fifteen 
hundred pounds of butter, eight hundred or one thoufand 
pounds of dried meat, and five or fix hundred tons of beer. 

The apartments on the deck are, firft, that of the pilot, 
which is near one of the magazines, and oppofite to it, that of 
the perfons called mafters of the float: Another clafs, called 
matters of the valet, have c!fo their apartment; near it is 
that of the valets, and then that of the fub-valets; after this 
are the cabins of the tyrolozs, or laft clafs of perfons, employed 
inthe float, of whom eighty or an hundred ficep upon ftraw in 
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each, to the number of more than four hundred in all. There 
is, laftly, one large eating-room, in which the greater part of 
this crew dine at the fame time, 

The pilot, who conduéts the fleet from Andernach to 
Duffeldorff, quits it there, and another is engaged at the fame 
falary, that is, five hundred florins, or 421. each has his fub- 
pilot, at nearly the fame price. About twenty tolls are paid in 
the courfe of the voyage, the amount of which varies with the 
fize of the fleet and the eftimation of its value, in which latter 
refpect the proprietors are fo much fubjeét to the caprice of 
cuftom-houfe officers, that the firft fignal of their intention to 
depart is to collect all thefe gentlemen from the neighbourhood, 
and to give them a grand dinner on board. After this, the 
float is founded and meafured, and al] demands fettled. 

Onthe morning of departure, every labourer takes his poft, 
the rowers on their benches, the guides of the leading rafts on 
their’s, and each boat’s crew in its own vellel. The eldeft of 
the valet-mafters then makes the tour of the whole float, 
examines the labourers, pafles them in review, and difmifles 
thofe who are unfit. He afterwards addrefies them in a fhort 
fpeech 3; recommends regularity and alertnefs; and repeats 
the terms of their engagement, that each fhall have five 
crowns and a half, befides provifions, for the ordinary voyage 5 
that, in cafe of delay, by accident, they fhall work three days 
gratis ; but that, after that time, each fhall be paid at the rate 
of twelve creitzers, about four pence, per day. 

After this, the labourers have a repatt, and then, each being 
at his poft, the pilot, who itands on high near the rudder, takes 
off his hat and calls out, “ Let usall pray.” In an inftant 
there is the happy fpectacle of all thefe numbers on their 
knees, imploring a blefiing on their undertaking. 

The anchors, which were faftened on the thores, 2re now 
brought on board, the pilot gives a fignal, and the rewers put 
the whole float in motion, while the crews of the feveral boats 
ply round it to facilitate the departure. 

Dort in Holland is the deitination of ail thefe floats, the 
dale of one of which occupies feveral months, and frequently 
produces 350,000 florins, or more than 30,000. 


4 SINGULAR LIVING CHARACTER. 


OHN DIAMOND, of Hanwell, in Middlefex, who was 
born in the year 1731, loft his eye fight by the {mall pox 
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when only a month old. His acquirements under the accu 
mulated difadvantages of blindnefs and poverty, form the fin- 
gular part of his ftory. Though unable to read himfelf, he 
nas learned the att of teaching others, and actually makes it 
his profeflion. It fhould be premifed however, that his fcholars 
mutt previoufly know their letters, and have fome idea‘of the 
method of combining them: For the reft, his memory fup- 
plies the defect of eye fight. Perhaps fome of our readers 
may recollect having feen in feveral of the periodical publi- 
cations a calculation of the middle chapter, verfe, &c. of the 
Bible, with an account of the number of times that fome of 
the moft common words occur, with many other particulars; 
the whole faid to be the labour of three years. When they 
aretold that it was the amufement of this blind man’s lcifare 
hours, they will be more apt to admire the wonderful powers 
of his memory, than to blame him for mifpending his time. 
Thefe however are not the only calculations in which he has 
been employed. In 1790he publifhed an account of the folar 
eclipfes for 1791 and 1793 He is fufficiently verfed in the 
doétrine of the celeftial afpeés to profefs the art of calculating 
nativities ; and pafles, nodoubt, as a conjurer of a very fupe- 
rior clafs among the vulgar. He frequently walks alone to the 
diftance of one or two miles, with the affiftance of a ftick. 
His brother, who kept a little ftationer’s thop in London, left 
him four pounds a year to buy almanacks for fale ; and it is 
underftocd that he gets a trifle by purchafing fome of the 
weekly publications trom Paternofter-Row, and lending them 
to read. 


An AN ECODO T E, 


T atime when the Papal fee had rather more importance 
than it has pofleiled of late years, a noble Roman told 
Julio the Second, that he lamented his Holinefs fhould take fo 
active a pare in the war againft France, as St. Peter had only 
given bim the key of the church to prevent difcord and opea 
the door to reconciliation. ‘“ It is true,” replied the Holy 
Father, “ that my predeceffors have only made ufe of St. 
Peter’s key, but 1 now take off the ruft and brandith the 
fword of St. Paul’ © But you muft remember,” replied 
the nobleman, * that Chrift bid Peter return the {word to the 
feabbard.” « Not before but after he had cut off the ear of 
an impertinent fellow,” replied the Pope. 
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Regulation, on which the tradefmen and _fhopkeepers, of 
the city of Hanover; have agreed, in cafes: of fire, de~ 
ferves imitation. Each petfon-is provided with a large fack, 
and, when a fire happens, all the neighbours repair. to the 
houfe with their facks 3 and, as each, has his diftin@ tafk af- 
figned to him, the furniture and goods are foon removed, with 
as little confufion as poffible, and the fufferer is certain of their 
being lodged in fafe hands, 





An Account of Two very Extraordinary Deaths. 


N the 2arft of September, 1795; died, at- Kirby Malyard, 
Yorkthire, Matter Francis Gale, the fecond fon of Henry 
Gale, Efq. of Scruton, near Northallerton, in the county of 
York, aged ten years; and, on the 23d of that month, at Chel- 
fea, in Middlefex, Mafter Henry Gale, eldeft fon of the afore- 
faid Henry Gale, aged fourteen years. ‘What renders this 
twofold cataftrophe ftill more awfully ftriking is, thaton Mons 
day morning, the 14th, both thefe young gentlemen were in a 
ftate of perfect health; that, at the wide diftance of above 
200 miles from each other, without any interview or commu- 
nication for near three months preceding, both of them were, 
on Tucfday, affected with a fimilar numbnefs in their limbs, 
followed by fever, delirium, and a continual feries of convul- 
fions ; which neither the {kill of medicine,’nor the utmoft ef- 
forts of friendly affiduity could fubdue. 

To vicious, gay, and thoughtlefs minds all this may be of 
no avail; they will not endure the pain of thinking, nor in- 
cline to relifh refleQion, until perfonal evils force it upon them 
by perfonal fenfation ; but to the ferious, the contemplative, 
and {ympathetic heart, fuch vifitations from Heaven as thefe, 
upon two very amiable youths, the only fons of the family, upon 
their tender parents, and upon the native feelings’ of common 
humanity, muft furely ftamp that almoft indelible’ impreffion, 
which as language cannot paint, nothing but religious forti-: 
tude, upon true Chrittian principles, can either foften or re- 
move. Happy for furvivors, if, on the perufal of this narra- 
tive, they can ufefully echo to their own breafts, the fentiment 
of our pathetic bard, and fay, 


“© For us they ficken’d, and for us they died!” © 
Vout, XXVI, 661. 2¥Y Anfaver, 
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Anfwer, by W. Hoare, of Dean Prior, to the Acroftic, inferted 


Fune 8. 


H’ ingenious author of this theme 
Is Mr. DAVID GILL, 
Who in an elevated ftrain 
Doth exercife the quill. 












4 REBUS, by a Youth of St. Hilary School, 


River that wafhes a feat of the Mules, 
Annex’d to two-thirds of a meafure, 
Will thew you a beaft that the wild Arab ufes, 
To carry himfelf and his treafure. 






























4n ENIGMA, by T. Taylor, of Lifkeard, 
; you, on yonder ftately fummit ftand, 


And view around the wide, extenfive land ; 
The fpacious plain, the groves and fertile field, 
See what a heap of. dainties it doth yield, 

But hold! I now am come tor to reveal, 
Myfelf, more fully in this fhort detail. 

Then, to begin, I will defcribe my birth; 

I, like vain, mortal man, {pring from the earth; 
Then I muft bear great heats, fuch is my doom, 
Before I can my proper name aflume. 

My. form is very delicate and neat, 

When to perfection Lam wrought compleat ; 
You’d fay I’m of avery haughty kind, 

And that ambition forely haunts my mind ; 
For I with men of note do always dwell, 

And rather {corn the ruftic peafant’s cell ; 

Yet all the time I grace Britannia’s land, 

I am obfequious at each command; 

But ftrange to tell, the treatment while on earth, 
I am imprifon’d almoft from my birth. 
Propitious youths, behold and pity me, 

And extricate me from this mifery ; 

And, after that, difplay unto the world 

My name, ere to my mother earth I’m hurl’d, 
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Lines written on the Death of a poor, labouring Man, lately dee - 
areas ceafed, who has left a Wife and fix young Children to deplore his 
Los. His exemplary character through Life was noticed by bis 
Acquaintance. is filial Piety; his Affection to his Wife; 
his Tendernefs to bis Children; his conflant Attendance on Di- 
vine Worfbip, as long as his bodily Strength would admit; his 
daily Worfbip of God in his Famtly—prove him to be, in the 
frritteft Senfe of the Word,“ A Chriftian,” 


ee HEN {cepter’d kings, or valiant heroes, die, 
They ne’er are buried in ob{curity ; 

In diff’rent lands their different exits known, 

The paffing bell is heard in ev’ry town; 

Loud founding elegies make known their fame, 
The fculptur’d monument records the fame. 

Not fothe poor—they’re huddled to the grave, 
Forgottea then, no monument to fave 

Their names alive, or virtues to record, 

How in their humble fphere they ferv’d the Lord. 
No pitying hand to dry the widow’s tear, 

Too oft abandon’d to diftrefs and care; 

While thoufands waite their fubftance to fupply 
A rich repaft, profufe feltivity ! 

The poor, the widow, and the fatherlefs, 

Scarce find a friend to pity their diftrefs, 

Except a few, whofe bofoms taught to feel 
Another’s woe, the work of love fulfil; 

Whofe charities make known their virtues here, 
And whofe donations prove their hearts finceie. 
May fhe, the widow of the late deceas’d, 

By fome kind hand feel every want appeas’d ; 
Relying on God’s good and wife decree, 

‘* A father to the fatherlefs Pil be.” 
Treading the eps her hufband trod before, 

Her babes preferv’d by an Almighty Pow’r, 
Together meet on Canaan's happy fhore, 
To praife the Lord for all his mercies giv’n, 

And his rich grace that brought them fafe to Heaven. 

Sydling. 


A. 


DESCRIPTION of 2 PARISH POOR-HOUSE. 


HERE is yon houfe that holds the parifh poor, 
Whofe walls of mud fcarce bear the broken nd ; 
NCIC, 
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There, where the putrid vapours flagging play, 
And the dull wheel-hums doleful thro’ the day ; ; 
"There children dwell who know no parents’ care, b 
Parents, who know no children’s love, dwell there ; 
Heart-broken matrons on their joylefs bed, 
Forfaken wives, and mothers never wed ; 

Dejected widows with unheeded tears, 

And crippled age with more than childhood fears! 
The lame, the blind, and, far the happieft they ! 
The moping idiot, and the madman gay, 
















































Here too the fick their final doom receive, 

Here brought, amid the fcenes of grief, to grieve ; 
Where the loud groans from fome fad chamber flow, 
Mixt with the clamours of the crowd below ; 

Here forrowing, they each kindred forrow fcan, 
And the cold charities of man to man. 

Whofe laws indeed for ruin’d age provide, 

And ftrong compulfion plucks the {crap from pride ; 
But ftill that {crap is bought with many a figh, 

And pride embitters what it can’t deny, 


Say ye, opprefs’d by fome fantaftic woes, 

Some jarring nerve that baffles your repofe ; 

Who prefs the downy couch, while flaves advance 
With timid eye, to read the diftant glance ; 

Who with fad prayers the weary doctor teaze, 

To name the namelefs ever-new difeafe ; 

Who with mock-patience dire complaints endure, 
Which real pain, and that alone, can cure ; 

How would ye bear in real pain to lie, 

Defpis’d, neglected, left alone to die? 

How would ye bear to draw your lateft breath, 
Where all that’s wretched paves the way for death ? 


Such is that room which one rude beam divides, 

And naked rafters form the floping fides ; 

Where .the vile bands that bind the thatch are feen, 
And lath and mud is all that lie between ; 

Save one dull pane, that, coarfely patch’d, gives way 
Tothe rude tempeft; yet excludes the day; 

Here, on a matted flock, with duft o’erfpread, 

The drooping wretch reclines his languid head ; 

For him no hand the cordial cup applies, re 
Nor wipes thetear that ftagnates in his eyes ; 

No friends with foft difcourfe his pain beguile, 

Nor promife hope till fickuefs wears a {mile. 





Extempore Anfwer from a Gentleman toa Young Lady, expreffing 
a Defire to fee jome of his Verfes. 


Th charming Chloe would my verfes fee ; 
My verfe I'll give if the her lips to me. 





